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A Great Purpose of Centenary College 



"The foundation of this College being laid in the grateful 
offerings of piety and goodness, it would be a departure too 
far from duty, and the true intent and purpose of the donors, 
not to make the learning acquired here, as far as is consistent 
and practicable, the handmaid of religion. Having assumed 
the duties of that station assigned the President of Centenary 
College, we deem it a solemn duty to announce, that we never 
can consent to preside over any institution that excludes from 
its halls the means of becoming theoretically and practically 
Christian men. Let others adopt a different course, and make 
seminaries of learning the nurseries of infidelity and impiety, 
and consequently the receptacles of prodigality and vice ; it is 
due to ourselves that we inform the public to such an end we 
never can be induced to prostitute our time and our efforts. 




We do not mean by this, that we have come hither to constrain 
the human mind and tie it down to sectarianism. God forbid 
that this should ever be the case in this College! On the con- 
trary, we would leave the mind free as air, but at the same 
time place before it the means of knowing that feeling the 
obligations that the creature owes to his allwise and great 
Creator. We have our predilections in religion, in politics, for 
authors, for learning; but we have long since learned that the 
most appropriate way to disseminate truth is to placebeforethe 
mind the means of enlightenment and leave it wholly untram- 
meled. Let it be free for the proper exercise of its own voli- 
tions. We believe in parental and scholastic instructions and 
restraints, for the formation of good principles, genteel man- 



ners, and the habits of morality, economy, industry and care ; 
but religion is the offspring of Heaven — it is a gift that God 
alone can bestow. We use the means, only, in subservience to 
that power which is superhuman and transforming in its 
operations. When, therefore, we speak of religion as con- 
nected with collegiate instruction, we mean that our efforts 
shall be used, not to make the youth of our country infidels 
(for God knows, with all the religious restraints they have, 
they are bad enough) , but to 'cast in' our 'mite,' to impress on 
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the mind the great truths of revelation, and the obligation that 
rests on every man to discharge with fidelity his duty to God, 
to his fellows and to himself; and as happiness and safety are 
ever connected with virtue and piety, we are sure that our 
quantum of usefulness will be proportionate to our success in 
leading the young to embrace them, and reject their opposite." 
— Inaugural Address, President T. C. S. Thornton. 
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Some Questions to Parents 

1. Do you have any higher ambition than that of a com- 
plete training for your sons? 

2. Have you made his development your constant con- 
sideration? 

3. Do you expect to make it a business in educating him ? 

4. Do you believe that habits can be formed rapidly and 
without some definite distinction? 

5. How long have you considered it necessary for a 
young man to act before a habit is formed? 

6. Would you like to find a school which actually does 
what we propose? 



13. How do you answer the question as to his attitudes 
and the places in which they have grown? 

14. If you are to be separated from your son, what kind 
of a place do you prefer to have him in? 

15. Is it a matter of no consideration with you that your 
boy is given a wholesome environment with Christian sur- 
roundings? 

16. Are you rearing a son for the highest things in life, 
or will you be satisfied with the mediocre? 

17. Some places are good enough for other boys, but are 
they good enough for your sons? 

18. What ideals guide in the choice of a school if you are 
sending your boy from home? 




7. If you thought that we did what is outlined, would 
you agree that it is the right thing? 

8. Have you considered the advantage of having your 
son looked after as outlined? 

9. What type of teacher do you desire to be associated 
with your son? 

10. Are you anxious to avoid the spirit of idleness and the 
results that accrue? 

11. Which do you prefer — a proper foundation or a nar- 
row one ? — a deep or a shallow one ? 

12. What kind of atmosphere would you have your son 
imbibe ? 



19. Will you investigate what your boy is doing or allow 
guesswork to control? 

Why Come to Centenary College 

Come: 1. Because we have a fine student body that will 
furnish you the best of friends for your future life. 

2. Because personal attention will be given your phys- 
ical, moral and spiritual development. 

3. Because we have a splendid faculty, each one spe- 
cially trained for work and consecrated to the carrying out 
of it. 
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4. Because Shreveport is one of the best towns in the 
State, and furnishes wholesome environment with the proper 
types of recreation. 

5. Because our dormitory facilities provide you splendid 
rooms in which to live, with every sanitary equipment that 
you desire. 

6. Because we have good, clean athletics. 

7. Because you will find an atmosphere in which you will 
develop an ambition for a broader and better life. 

8. Because the day in which we are living demands a 
broad training, pitched upon fundamental ideals of character. 



tious boy can find a place here that will afford him ample 
time to do the school work and to earn sufficient money to 
meet all expenses. There is no excuse any longer for a boy 
staying away from college. During the past year, more than 
three times the number of young men could have found work 
with us, either on the college campus or in some place near by, 
to defray all expenses. A large number availed themselves 
of this opportunity. We wonder if the greatest curse of our 
day is not found in the fact that the majority of our young 
men have too much money and not enough ambition? No 
young man need to stay away from Centenary because he 
doesn't have money. If he really wants an education, and will 
come to us showing that he has the proper ideal of doing his 







9. Because you need to prepare yourselves for the best 
and highest things of life as well as for the material things. 

10. Because you will want to study and help to build the 
kind of institution that Centenary College is. 

Can Students Work and Pay Expenses? 

We are embarrassed at Centenary with a large number of 
opportunities which present themselves for students to work 
their way through college, when we have such a small number 
desiring to study and to work at the same time. Any ambi- 



part, and doing it well, the means will be forthcoming to meet 
every expenditure. 

We are advertising for young men who are consecrated to 
the idea that manhood must be wrought out. We want to find 
them; our country has been made by such men and the college 
wants to help them. 

Athletics 

We regard the encouragement of athletics as the necessary 
part of the life of the institution, and it will be our policy to 
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foster a strong type of clean athletics throughout the college. 
We have developed in the past years some very fine teams of 
football, baseball and basketball, and we feel that these 
teams have helped us to develop better manhood. We have 
been successful in some seasons, and in other seasons not so 
much so, because we believe that college athletics should not 
be professional, but should be developed with the material on 
hand. We do not welcome college men who are able to do 
nothing but play football or baseball; we want the members 
of our teams to be students and gentlemen, and we believe 
that whenever athletics reaches the point that scholarship and 
manhood do riot play its part, it is time to disband the whole 
movement. You will find first-class equipment for all sports 
that belong to the college, and our schedules call for relation- 
ship with the best institutions of the country. 

Championship Teams. 

The past year we have the record of the championship of 
Louisiana for the colleges. This does not mean Tulane nor 



and cold, and shower baths immediately adjacent. Nothing 
is omitted that is necessary for the comfort of the student to 
provide for his wellbeing while here. The rooms are steam 
heated and well ventilated, and furnished with electricity. 

Dining Room 

The dining room is in charge of an experienced lady whose 
personal supervision of the preparation of the food and in the 
serving of the same, guarantees a home touch in the quality 
of the food which could not otherwise be secured. 

The members of the faculty live with the students and 
board with them, which gives an opportunity for culture and 
refinement to the students which is lacking in any other plan, 
and which means for the student who desires to be helped, 
that he come under the influence of college training without 
a material change in his social life. 
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L. S. U., but the colleges of the State composed of Jefferson, 
Louisiana College, and others. Of all these teams, Centenary 
was the strongest and succeeded in defeating the majority of 
the institutions which were played. 



Life at the College 



Dormitories 

The dormitories offer comfortable quarters for all students 
whether in the college or in the academy. The rooms are 
arranged to accommodate two students and cither single or 
double beds may be had. All rooms are furnished with the 
necessary furniture, and each student should bring his own 
bed linen, quilts, blankets, pillows, towels and toilet articles. 
Lavatories are provided in every room with running water, hot 



Literary Societies 

One of the best trainings which can come to any young 
student is to be able to speak and to write for himself. The 
Literary Society fosters this side of the young student's life 
and guarantees every form of literary society work, such as 
debating, declaiming, and extemporaneous speaking. We be- 
lieve when the student once engages in such work he gains a 
confidence in himself which he cannot attain from any other 
source. One of the best opportunities of college life will be 
found centering in the Literary Society work as the students 
carry it on. 

The Franklin Literary Society has for many years been 
noted for its splendid spirit and efficient work. This is a vol- 
untary organization and all students are urged to join and 
take part in the work. All academy students are required to do 
work in their literary society under the supervision of the fac- 
ulty. The Union Literary Society has done magnificent work. 
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Ministerial Students of Centenary College 

Provision has been made for every Methodist ministerial 
student to receive his tuition at Centenary College, and there 
is ample opportunity for him to secure any kind of work that 
he desires along the line of his calling. The city churches and 
those of many surrounding places are open to him constantly, 
and he can find room for the exercise of his talents in the 
Epworth Leagues and the other organizations of the church. 
Special courses are offered, and this is the only opportunity 
that the State has for any Methodist young man to find him- 
self among his official friends. This is the one place set aside 
for him, and every young man who is looking forward to a 
life of service in the church, either as a Methodist or as a con- 
secrated layman, should find his way to Centenary College. 

A large per cent of the ministers of the Methodist church 
of the State of Louisiana were once students of Centenary Col- 
lege. The spirit which is behind the work of our church is 



to us. We advise all students to carry out this plan, as it is 
less trouble and is the most efficient. 

New Buildings 

There are now upon the campus of Centenary College six 
buildings. The organization of the school provides that the 
old four-story building which has hitherto been used for all 
purposes shall now be used exclusively for the Training 
School. All college students will have their work in the col- 
lege building, which is a large two-story structure containing 
four large class rooms and six common-size class rooms on 
the first floor and dormitory rooms on the second floor. 

In addition to the college buildings, a second new building 
has been erected and is known as the Auditorium Building. 
This is equipped with movable chairs so that all indoor gym- 
nastic work can be carried on during the winter months. Spe- 
cial accommodation is made in regard to athletics in this 
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that which emanated from our College. If you expect to line 
up for the greatest service, the best way is to join your own 
people and stand with them in their own institutions as you 
prepare for the task which is before you. 

Make Reservation of Rooms 

It is advisable that you make your reservation for a room 
as early as possible. Our rooms are limited and may be filled 
early in the year. We do not have an undesirable room, but 
some are more desirable than others, and these will be allotted 
in the order of their application. If you desire to have a room 
reserved, it willbe necessary to make application accompa- 
nied by a fee of $10.00. This fee is merely a deposit which 
guarantees that your room will be held for you. You will be 
informed what room you have been assigned. If you have 
reserved your room, your baggage can then be directed to your 
room number and be placed without further trouble to you or 



building. The fact that it is adjacent to the dormitory build- 
ing makes it particularly useful for recreational activities. 
This is also planned to be the center of the present group of 
buildings which is arranged from the standpoint of grouping 
of all students for chapel exercises. These two new buildings 
afford an added equipment which will justify an enlarged 
attendance of more than 100 students. There cannot be found 
better living accommodations in any college dormitory than 
can be had in this new building. The rooms are large and 
fitted with hot and cold running water in each room and with 
an extra amount of closet space. Every comfort of the student 
is provided for. 

Chapel Exercises 

The daily platform for the purpose of inspiration in relig- 
ious matters and other types of assembly work is required to be 
attended by all students. At this meeting there is often an 
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inspirational address by a strong speaker from the outside. 
We have a large number of platform speakers from other col- 
leges and institutions. They are men of prominence and influ- 
ence, and there is no greater source of growth for the young 
boy than to listen to various types of experience presented 



speaker. Students who have been pessimistic and have lost 
interest in all education, have been brought to life in such 
places. We shall attempt to maintatin the standard which has 
been set and to make this auditorium period the most popular 
one of the school program. 




from the platform. Young people like to listen and profit by 
direct message. This is a very important part of the school 
work and is worth more to the student than any other one 
period of the same length. We regard platform work as an 



Shreveport as a Center 

Shreveport is the cleanest and one of the most healthful 
cities in all the country. No one can stay even the shortest time 




important factor in the life of the young boy, and to a great 
measure the success of his school life depends upon the audi- 
torium assembly work. 

Students derive much benefit from this inspirational social 
contact and the direct pleasure from the personality of the 



without recognition of the splendid living conditions and 
the fine opportunities afforded for real enjoyment; beautiful 
homes, lovely driveways, woodlands and scenery that cannot 
be surpassed. There is a spirit of energy and industry that is 
characteristic of few cities. The business people of this sec- 
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tion afford a splendid atmosphere for the growth of any young 
man ; the churches compare favorably with cities twice its size, 
and the record of Shreveport is that nothing that is mediocre 
is popular. The high standards of the people will naturally 
affect the young lives who are trained in Centenary College. 

Centenary Training School Distinctive 

The only reason for a private school of this nature is that 
it meets a distinct demand of training for the adolescent boy. 
Let us examine the meaning of this type of school : 



"There is no such animal." For each young man has his own 
laws of growth and these laws are chiefly determined by the 
situation and environment in which he is placed. 

The red-blooded American youth must have something to 
do worth while, and when it is accomplished he will have a 
conscious knowledge of having performed a task commensur- 
ate with his powers. A training school meets this need by 
giving him a rich and an able program of activity, both scho- 
lastic and social, so as to develop a resourcefulness and ready 
ability for the years to come. 




First, it is a school distinctly designed for the boy of this 
age. If he is in a distinct period of development in his phys- 
ical, mental and moral natures, then he demands a distinct 
type of school to meet these needs. The proper evaluation of 
these conditions within the nature of the boy will serve as the 
only guide. We are left, therefore, to study the boy. 

Second, it is a school of training. Habits are forming and 
are shaping themselves so rapidly that individual work must 
be done. The only law of procedure is eternal diligence. Un- 
less boys are followed persistently and kept at a task eternally 
the result of their activity cannot be guaranteed. The law of 
habit must be the law of a training school. 

Third, it must be a school to offset the sins of the ordinary 
school life at this age. It is obvious that these sins must be 
summed up under three heads: 

First, THINNESS. It is hardly worth while to mention the 
fact that the outstanding difficulty in the education of youth 
is to present to them a challenge which is sufficiently strong. 
Boys want something to do and they want much to do. No 
short job or small task appeals to a growing, stalwart adoles- 
cent. The large elimination from the high schools of the 
country is due directly to the failure of the school to demand 
large things and to expect big results. The high school has 
too long planned its scheme of work for the AVERAGE child. 



Second, IDLENESS. The second sin is not only "the devil's 
workshop," but is the "devil's delight." At this time of the 
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world's era the call is most urgent for men of stern worth and 
of great merit. Such fruit does not ripen in the fields of indo- 
lence and cannot be gathered by careless, indifferent parents 
who do not consider how the ground was prepared and the 
seed sown. 

Dr. Win. A. McKeever says: "Much of the weakness and 
depravity early manifest in the life of young humanity may 
be traced to idleness and the undirected interest in play and 
pastime. 'Going to the bad merely from lack of something 
worth while to do' — this oft-repeated phrase indicates the first 
step in the ruin of many a promising child." 

There never was a time when young people had so much 
leisure and were given the privilege of using such large stores 
of wealth as today. Are they using these things of affluence 
for the development of their characters and for the enlarge- 
ment of their minds? 

Are young men to have all afternoon and all night to 
parade the streets and engage in questionable recreations 
which sap their vitality and destroy the hope of accomplish- 
ment? Our Training School does not stand for such a program. 

Third, SECLUSION. Inasmuch as young manhood is the 
most fertile ground of dissipation, all the agencies and enemies 
of crime center upon him. They direct their attack in the 
quiet places; they get him away from the influence of home 
and teachers and teach him the things that supposedly make 
a man of him— gambling, stealing, lewdness, idleness, the 
cigarette, and habits of kindred types, are found to develop 
most readily in the atmosphere of seclusion. Young men want 
to go away and out of the sight of mother and father and 
from the influences which tend to upbuild character. And it 
often happens that when the young man most needs his parents 



he comes to the realization of the fact that he was beguiled 
into actions and habits years ago that forbid now the freedom 
with them. He is chained to the sins of his former days. 

Supervision Will Correct 

The solution of the problems mentioned can be found in a 
training school which is completely supervised. We propose 
therefore to form an absolutely new school at Centenary to 
meet the ideals which are outlined above. Unless it can stand 
for a distinctive program of training such as has been outlined 
above, it has no real justification for existence. 



A Continuous Program 

No effort will be made to impress the young man with the 
idea that he is being drawn through a machine. His hours are 
employed under the distinctive supervision or some strong 
teacher from the time of rising in the morning to the time of 
retiring at night. His activities will be allotted to him, and his 
actions will be known to those who are charged with the duty 
of guiding and instructing him. The program is outlined for 
the school and every feature of his growth is provided for. 
The principle of instruction included in this program guaran- 
tees a richness and thoroughness for the pupil that will over- 
come any charge of thinness. The careful companionship of 
the teachers in charge will discontinue every vestige of idle- 
ness and remove every possibility of seclusion. 

n. 

Leadership 

The student lives in the circle of friendship that is compel- 
ling and his education becomes a personal thing inspired by 
the dynamic of maturer lives and therefore shaped to nobler 
ends. The secret of leadership is found in unconscious guid- 
ance rather than in external commands. 




